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Abstract

The current study aimed to explore the beliefs of teachers of students with intellectual and developmental
disabilities about the Jigsaw technique and its effectiveness within the inclusive classroom. The study utilized
a qualitative approach with a case study design. The study was conducted with a special education teacher
specializing in intellectual and developmental disabilities. The results indicated that the general background
of the teacher of students with intellectual and developmental disabilities to the concept of the reality meaning
of the Jigsaw technique is not clear. In addition, the teacher’s beliefs are summarized in five main points:
(1) traditional learning is the best for his current students, (2) the Jigsaw technique is beneficial for students
without disabilities, (3) the capabilities of students with intellectual and developmental disabilities do not allow
for the application of educational techniques such as the Jigsaw technique, (4) the teacher is unable to balance
the required time and curriculum, and (5) the school should provide means of support and coaching for
teachers to implement their beliefs of the instructional practices. Thus, it may be suggested that the Ministry of
Education, represented by its administration, needs to work on providing courses and workshops to coaching
teachers on the use of educational techniques such as Jigsaw, as students with intellectual and developmental
disabilities need practices that support learning and enhance participation and enthusiasm. Moreover, school
administrations are urged to provide the necessary support to teachers.

Keywords: Beliefs, Intellectual and developmental disabilities teacher, Inclusive classroom,
Jigsaw technique.
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