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Abstract
This study aimed to identify the volume of plastic waste in Saudi Arabia, its management methods,
and disposal, while presenting and analyzing the importance of applying the circular economy in man-
aging this plastic waste. The study adopted the integration of descriptive and analytical approaches as
a starting point for analyzing its topics. The analysis of the study revealed some challenges that plastic
waste recycling is facing in Saudi Arabia, such as the absence of sorting from the source. The study
reached a set of conclusions, the most notable of which is that more than 40% of plastic recycling fac-
tories are concentrated in Riyadh city, and that the launch/of the National Waste Management Center is
a strategic opportunity to enhance environmental sustainability capabilities in the recycling of plastic
waste and to raise consumer awareness of its importance.

Keywords: plastic waste, waste management, circular economy, sustainable development, Saudi Arabia.
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