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Abstract

The narrative structure in the books of the stories of the prophets differs from that in the Holy Quran,
which relied on suggestion and brevity. The most famous of these is Al-Thaylabi>s book, Stories of the
Prophets, called (The Brides of the Council), which generally aims to entertain and amuse, in addition
to preaching and guidance, but some of them go to the art of narrating the news and embellishing it
with myths and legends, and forms of literary and imaginative arts. Al-Thaylabi is one of the most
prominent who excelled in narrating the stories of the prophets and embellished them with strange
and wonderful news and tales. His book, from the title, contained evidence that foretells his literary
approach, such as the word council and the word brides. Al-Thaylabi was distinguished from his
predecessors and successors, who wrote and cared about this type of stories, and relied in constructing
the stories of the prophets on a set of narrative techniques, which the research sought to uncover in
three axes: First: The literary nature of the stories of the prophets, Second: The levels of narrative
storytelling, Third: The deep and superficial structure of the stories.

Keywords: Stories of the Prophets, Ancient Narrative, Structure, Literature.
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