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Abstract

This research deals with the value of understanding in the Qur’an and Sunnah., along with related con-
cepts such as jurisprudence and its tools, including contemplation, reflection, and consideration. Ad-
ditionally, it discusses the cognitive faculty responsible in this regard: is it the heart or the brain? The
research then identifies the causes that may lead to misunderstandings, including the semantic nature
of the content and the mental capacity of individuals. A text may bear multiple meanings, and minds
vary in their ability to understand. Consequently, there is a need to establish criteria for regulating the
issue of understanding. Among these criteria are the distinction between the apparent meaning of a text
and its intended meaning, the issue of belief and then inference, and the issue of not combining texts
on the same topic erratically. The research also discusses the conflict between reason and revelation,
identifying when they align and when they conflict. Moreover, the research highlights the dangers of
misunderstanding, explaining how it leads to differences among people, causing them to divide into
sects, parties, and groups. This misunderstanding can result in people following ambiguous texts while
neglecting clear ones or resorting to interpretation to align with their personal perspective.

Keywords: Criteria, Understanding, Reason, Revelation, Sect.
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