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Abstract
The purpose of the study is to investigate the impact of professional development programs for student
mentors in Taif in practicing design thinking, further, the differences between student mentors enrolled
in professional development programs in practicing design thinking according to gender, qualification,
experience, and training courses. The study Followed the causal-comparative approach; A random
sample of (97) mentors was selected within, two groups: a group that enrolled in professional devel-
opment programs, and a group that did not enroll in these programs. There were significant differences
in the practice of design thinking in favor of the group enrolled in professional development programs
as a whole. For scale, and for design thinking domains: Empathy, prototyping, and testing, with the
exception of the two domains: defining the problem and crystallizing ideas, the differences were signif-
icant. There were differences in the practice of design thinking among those enrolled in professional
development programs according to the number of training courses, in favor of more than (5) courses,
differences were significant in the total, and in empathy, problem identification, and testing, while
there were no differences in crystallization of ideas, and initial modeling, and other variables.

Keywords:Professional Development Programs, Design Thinking, Student mentors
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