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Abstract

The short story, as an art with its own aesthetics, has achieved great popularity and maturity in Saudi society since
its inception before World War II. The creators of this modern literary genre have succeeded in portraying the
lives of individuals and the extent of their adaptation to the rapid social and cultural changes that have affected
society. Therefore, the art of the short story became the most expressive of this social transformation. Therefore,
the researcher believes that approaching narrative structures in a modern narrative model will be expressive of
the developments that have occurred in this narrative art, which has a different artistic specificity. In this study,
the researcher will not seek a bibliographical approach; This bibliographic approach to the art of the short story is
something that hundreds of scientific theses are unable to achieve. Therefore, the researcher chose to apply it to a
current narrative model that would enable her to monitor the aesthetic changes that occurred in the art of the short
story in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The researcher chose the collection “Gossip Behind the Mihrab” by the
storyteller Hussein Al-Sanuna, who was able to reflect his culture, environment, and local and Arab surroundings
with all their ideological, political, and social conflicts. This selection seeks to trace the aesthetic development
in contemporary storytelling methods. The study will not be limited to approaching the narrative structures that
represent an aesthetic discourse in the art of short stories, but rather it will approach, in a brief that will be careful
not to be disruptive, the cultural discourse with its vision of the world and intellectual and sociocultural opinions.

Keywords: Structure, Narration, Discourse, Saudi story, Cultural pattern.
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