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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate university leadership competencies in Saudi public universities by
presenting a theoretical framework on the concept of leadership competencies, their importance,
and the obstacles that hinder the achievement of these competencies in Saudi universities. The study
employed a descriptive analytical approach. The field study sample consisted of 387 male and fe-
male leaders from Saudi public universities. The results of the field study regarding the first question
revealed that competencies such as embodying role models, innovation and challenging traditional
ways of working, empowerment and providing support to others, and envisioning the future were
present in high percentages. The study also identified several obstacles to achieving leadership com-
petencies in Saudi public universities, including the lack of training and development, and insufficient
institutional support.

Keywords: Leadership Competencies, Saudi Universities, Visionary Outlook.
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