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Abstract

This study aimed to evaluate the written language of d/Deaf students and compare that level to the
level of their hearing peers. Written texts were produced by 126 students, 63 d/Deaf students and 63
Hearing students, in elementary and middle schools in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Students were
given two tasks. During the first task, students were shown pictures of the holly mosque and were
asked to write a text related to the viewed pictures. During the second task, students were asked to
write an educational event or a life situation they’ve encountered. Through the descriptive compar-
ative approach, the research questions were answered. Written product of the d/Deaf students were
scored by using the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency
Guidelines. Then, written product of the d/Deaf students as well as their hearing peers were scored for
word count, spelling error, core words, functional words, correct words’ structure, and correct sentenc-
es’ structure. The results from the current study indicated that writing skills of d/Deaf students ranged
from Novice Low to Novice high. Also, d/Deaf students showed significantly lower use of word count,
spelling error, core words, functional words, correct words’ structure, correct sentences’ structure as
compared to their hearing peers. The differences between d/Deaf students and their hearing peers were
statistically significant for all measures. Data obtained from this study confirmed studies conducted in
other languages. As such, this study highlights the necessity to reconsider the strategies and plans for
teaching d/Deaf people writing skills.

Keywords: d/Deaf students, hard of hearing, writing skills.
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