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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the reality of leadership positions for Saudi women in light of human rights
legislation, in terms of the nature of hierarchical relationships between women, the extent of equal op-
portunities between gender in occupying leadership positions, and the extent of the existence of a gap
between the application of human rights legislation and the reality of leadership positions for women.
Also revealing of the possibilities and obstacles of leadership empowerment. The study adopted case
study approach, based on non probability sample, to obtain in depth analysis that reflict the social reality,
by conducting unstructured interviews with (10) female leaders in several governmental and private
agencies regions. The study reached several results, first: women still face invisible glass ceilings and
implicit barriers that prevent them from reaching leadership positions, such as the societal culture that
still portrays women as subordinates rather than leaders, and the rejection of spatial integration in the
work environment, which is not accepted by both genders. Second, there is also a gender gap in the work
environment in terms of promotion, wages and benefits. Thirdly: the presence of Queen Bee Syndrome
as a leadership style. Foyrthly, the possibilities and obstacles that enabled or excluded women from lead-
ership positions, and they were at several levels, such as quantitative, legislative, organizational, gender,
societal, and individual levels. The study presented strategies for equal representation between genders
in the work environment,which supports women to reach leadership positions.

Keywords: leadership positions, human rights legislation, hierarchical relations, breaking the glass
ciling, gender balance.
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