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Representations of Happiness in the Novel (The City of Happiness) by Fatima Al Amr:
A Critical Study
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Abstract

The study sought to track the representations of happiness and interpret them artistically through the
study of the narrative discourse, and the activation of the narrative icon and the artistic dimension
in the novel (The City of Happiness) by the Saudi writer Fatima Muhammad Saeed Al Amr. It also
sought to stand on the extent of creative compatibility in depicting happiness and ways to achieve it.
The study is based on explaining the representations of happiness and standing on its artistic texture
through the fictional work. The writer has proven, through her artistic creativity, that happiness is a
fertile material for creative work and a purposeful means in highlighting the positive aspects that we
need in our lives, which ultimately contribute to directing the book towards models and ideals. The
study dealt with a female work of art, which is interesting in its subject matter and artistic treatment,
and reveals the features of creativity in its various dimensions, using the descriptive analytical ap-
proach to analyze it. Among the most important recommendations of the study is the study of happi-
ness in the Arabic novel, the rhetorical and objective analysis of the novel (The City of Happiness),
and the need for creators to pay attention to meaningful and positive topics that reflect psychological,
cultural and social sophistication.

Keywords: : Saudi novel, Happiness, Semiotics
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