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with Giftedness and Learning Disabilities (SGLD) through Professional De-
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Abstract
The current study aimed to identify the effectiveness of an educational program using virtual mani-
pulatives to develop mathematical skills among students with learning disabilities in Jeddah Gover-
norate. In the present study, the quasi-experimental approach was used to achieve its main objective,
using nonequivalent groups pretest-posttest design. The sample of the study consisted of (32) students,
divided into two groups, control and experimental, and each group was divided into (16) students. The
study tool consisting of a test that includes (24) items, (12) items to measure the addition skill, and
(12) items to measure the subtraction skill was developed, and it extracted appropriate validity and
consistency indications. In order to implement the intervention, the tablet application was developed
with virtual manipulatives for concrete representation to teach addition and subtraction skills. The
results indicated the effectiveness of the educational application with virtual manipulatives in develo-
ping the addition and subtraction skills of the study sample. The study also indicated that there were
no differences in the effectiveness of the program due to the gender variable. The study recommends
that more studies be conducted in this field on the various learning areas experienced by students with
learning disabilities.

Key Words:Math Learning Disabilities, Virtual Manipulatives, Arithmetic Skills,
Concrete Representation.
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Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the effectiveness of an educational program using virtual maniThe study
aims to reveal the reality of the general diploma program in education at Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic
University in terms of "Program Management - Faculty Members —Stady Courses, Methods and Techniques Used
- Evaluation - Physical Environment - Program Outcomes”. It also reveals the differences of statistical significan-
ce in the average responses of students of the General Diploma Program in Education, which can be attributed to
(different specialization, years of experience) from the perspective of female students.

The study is based on the descriptive method (survey), and the questionnaire as a research tool. The study is
applied to all students of the educational diploma which their number is (507) female students during the acade-
mic year 2017\2018. The study has concluded that the general diploma program in education is moderately asses-
sment from the point of view of graduate students. It is also reveals the average degree of the Program reality. The
program outputs ranked first with a high degree of approval, followed by the methods and educational techniques
used in the program with a high degree of approval, while the sixth field of the physical environment and support
services ranked last with a medium degree of approval.

The results view that there are no statistically significant differences between the responses of the study sample
on the reality of the educational diploma program in the fields of ”Program Management - Faculty Members —
Courses, Methods and Techniques Used - Evaluation - Physical Environment - Program Outcomes” and in the
overall degree, due to the variable of specialization. With a statistically significant difference (0.01) between the
responses of the study sample on thereality of (program outputs), due to the difference in the number of years of
experience, in favor of female students who have no experience.

Key Words:General Diploma Program in Education- Imam Muhammad bin Saud
Islamic University
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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the degree to which the role of educational media contributes to
the strengthening of good citizenship among secondary school students in Hail, Saudi Arabia. And to
reveal the differences in the estimates of the study sample members of the role of educational media
in supporting good citizenship according to the variables (gender, function, degree), the study used
the descriptive survey method, and to achieve the goal of the study, a questionnaire was designed that
included four axes: :(Values that guide democracy, values of national belonging, values of communi-
ty responsibility, values of the use of social media tool Thee study was applied to a sample of (651)
educational experts, and the study reached a set of results as follows: The media has an educational
role that supports the values of citizenship to a high degree from the point of view of experts, and
the ranking of the areas as follows: *Values oriented to democracy’ ranked First and high, and in
second place ’values of national belonging’ and with a high degree of approval also, and the field of
’community responsibility’ ranked third Thee study also showed statistically significant differences at
the indicative level (0.05) between the average scores of study sample responses for gender in both
regions: first and third: of the resolution axes, and these Differences in favor of female sample Therese
are also no statistically significant differences between the averages of the study sample responses in
both the second and fourth regions, and there are no statistically significant differences between the
averages of the respondents of the study sample according to the variable of the function, and it also
showed no statistically significant differences between the averages of individual answers. Sample of
study depending on the degree variable.

Key Words:Educational Media, Citizenship, Hail Education
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Abstract

The study aimed to determine the concept of education technology system and its role in
developing education in light of Saudi Vision 2030, using descriptive method. The study was applied
on a sample of 45 faculty members at selected universities: King Saud University, King Abdul-Aziz
University, Jouf University, Hail University, King Faisal University, and King Khalid University. A
questionnaire of four aspects was prepared. After gathering and processing data using SPSS, the fin-
dings showed the sample individuals agreement on the role of education technology system as inputs,
processes, outputs, and feedback in developing education in view of Saudi Vision 2030. In addition,
the findings showed no statistically significant differences among the responds of the study indivi-
duals attributed to university variable. Based on the findings, the study recommended enhancing the
systematic concept of educational technology through teachers’ colleges programs and teachers prepa-
ration programs and benefiting from such systematic concept in designing educational programs and
environments. In addition, the study recommends benefiting from educational technology system in
planning, organization, implementation, and evaluation on developing the educational process as per
Saudi Vision 2030.

Key Words:Educational Technology System, Education Technology, Education
development, Saudi Vision 2030.
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Abstract

The current study aimed at building a collective counseling program and knowing the level
of psychological burnout among student counselors in Riyadh, as well as the effectiveness of the
counseling program in reducing the level of psychological burnout among a sample of them, and the
study sample consisted of (20) student guides, randomly distributed into two groups (10) In the expe-
rimental group, and (10) in the control group, the psychological combustion scale and the indicative
program were used, prepared by the researcher (2017), and the study was conducted according to the
quasi-experimental approach to its suitability for such studies, and the study found that there were sta-
tistically significant differences between the two groups In favor of the experimentation group Which
subjected to the indicative program, which indicates the effect of the program in reducing the level of
psychological combustion among the experimental sample, while there were no statistical differences
between the pre and post measurements among the members of the control group, and the study also
found the continued impact of the effectiveness of the program on the follow-up measurement among
members of the experimental group After (30) days of follow-up, which indicates the continuing im-
pact of the program, and the most important recommendations of the study came to give attention to
the subject of psychological combustion and follow-up, especially for those with human professions
and those working in overcrowded environments such as schools and hospitals, and to give workers
incentives and rewards that reduce N the impact of stress and pressure and then psychological com-
bustion, as well as conducting studies to find out the effectiveness of guidance programs based on the
rational treatment of emotional behavior in reducing combustion levels and other categories of pro-
fessional

Key Words:Effectiveness- indicative program- psychological Burnout- Student
guide
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Abstract

This study aims this research is to define intellectual extremism, its pillars and dangers dan-
gers to the individual and society and ways to address it from the viewpoint of students Ha'il Univer-
sity, Shamlli branch. An analytical investigation was used, and the study survey tools were prepared,
and interview questions and distributed it to the study sample and reached 118 students. The results of
the study showed that the concept of intellectual extremism is related mainly to the excessive bias of a
particular idea or principle without thinking about or discussing alternatives. Where this concept came
in the first place. Results shows also that globalization is ones of the most importin pillars of  the
intellectual extremism. In fact, arithmetic averages and standard deviations of this pillar comes in the
first place. However, among, the effects of intellectual extremism, the lack of social communication
comes the first. Hence, intellectual extremism can causes family disintegration and family distraction,
which came in the first place as intellectual extremism dangers on individual. But, as intellectual extre-
mism dangers on society, disruption of the unity of society and an imbalance in the cultural and social
structure came in the first place. Finally, correct understanding of Islam, comes firs as repetitions and
percentages of ways to address intellectual extremism. Then interesting and improving, family educa-
tion came in the second place. Moreover, the cooperation between institutions and the community is
also an importin way to address intellectual extremism that comes in the third place. Aiming to reduce
intellectual extremism, it is advised that the faculty members reflect positive thinking. Same, they
should refuse abusive behavior.

Key Words: Intellectual extremism, its pillars, and ways to treat it.
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Abstract

The research aimed at studying the effectiveness of meta-memory based on proposed en-
richment activities in developing reading comprehension skills of first middle Grade Students. the
researcher used a compromise of both the Descriptive Method and Quasi-experimental Approach as
he determined a list of reading comprehension skills suitable for the research sample and prepared a
test for reading comprehension in the light of this list, then he choosed two units (first & second) from
“Loghaty Al-Khaleda” textbook and designed some enrichment activities that are based on meta-me-
mory which are convenient with the content of the two units and the reading comprehension skills that
are intended to be developed, In addition, the researcher made a guide for teaching them. Furthermore,
he selected a random sample of “EL Metanaby Elementary School” (65 Student) on Hail and divided
it into two equal groups control that studied then with the traditional method and experimental which
studied the two units with the enrichment activities. The study results confirmed that there are signifi-
cant statistical differences on (0.05) level between the average scores of the two groups (experimental
and control in posttest of reading comprehension skills as a whole for the experimental one and also
there are significant statistical differences on 0.05 level between the average scores of experimental
- control groups in the post-test of reading comprehension skills in its levels (verbatim-deductive-app-
lied) Separately for the average scores of post-Test..

Key Words :Meta Memory — developing- Enrichment Activities-Reading Compre-
hension Skills.
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the importance of preparing teachers of students with learning disa-
bilities to help realise the Kingdom’s Vision 2030. The researcher conducted the qualitative approach
(interviews) by holding interviewing with 18 teachers of learning disabilities from Al Madinah.The
study has concluded a number of resulted through the two sections. Frislly, absence of SGLD-Specific
Professional Development and the secondly, and the planning of professional development to achie-
ve Vision 2030. The findings suggest that there is a need for capacity building of SGLD teachers in
keeping with Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030.The capacity-building process should be spearheaded by the
Ministry of Education in Saudi Arabia. The results will help teachers to seek optimal methods to iden-
tify and assist SGLD to achieve this aim. The findings have implications for the Ministry of Education,
which needs for schools and assessment systems to provide identification processes and supportive
learning environments to enhance teachers’ ability to meet the needs of SGLD to achieve Vision 2030.

Key Words:Students with giftedness and learning disabilities, Teachers of learning
disabilities, 2030 Vision.
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Introduction.

Saudi Arabia is struggling to adjust its
education system. The goal of the transformation
is to align the system with the Kingdom’s strate-
gic plan, Vision 2030. However, the process has
been challenging because it calls for imparting
skills to students that will enable them to work
anywhere in the world. The reforms should also
be sustainable. The study aims to provide a back-
ground and context to Saudi Arabia’s educational
system and its 2030 Vision (Mitchell & Alfuraih,
2018). It also aims to show the importance of
preparing the teachers of students with learning
disabilities to realise the Kingdom’s Vision 2030.
The study argues that focus should be placed
on the education sector. This includes the con-
tinuous training of diverse education cadres to
help identify and support students with gifted-
ness and learning disabilities (SGLD) as opposed
to at home.

Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 is in line
with the goal of their education. They both aim
to develop a generation that can make decisions
responsibly. Vision 2030 aims to provide the
Kingdom’s citizens with learning opportuni-
ties. It also seeks to improve the outcomes and
quality of learning and upgrade teachers’ ability
and skills. Furthermore, Vision 2030 encourages
creation and innovation in the capacity building
of teachers and learners (Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030, 2016). It considers the teachers to be the
crucial players in the education sector, thus the
need for their empowerment (Fakeeh, 2016).
It is important to prepare teachers of students
with learning disabilities to identify and support
SGLD. This holistic approach will help society to
develop and become self-reliant.

In my own experience as an academic
and an educator working with SGLD in Saudi
primary schools, many SGLD in general class-
rooms seem to be misidentified as students with
learning disabilities by their teachers. A review of
the scholarly literature on students with learning
disabilities in Saudi Arabia suggests that this is-
sue has not yet been thoroughly or systematically
investigated (Alsamirim, 2018). Therefore, this
study will contribute to the emerging body of
work on preparing teachers of learning disabili-
ties to identify and support SGLD in the KSA to
achieve Vision 2030.

Moreover, there is currently a gap
between the skills required in workplaces and

those that students have been able to acquire
through education (Alsamiri, 2019). Therefore,
it can be argued that investment in teachers is a
suitable method for filling the gap. For instan-
ce, preparing teachers of students with learning
disabilities to identify and support SGLD can
help prepare students for life after school. Stu-
dies have shown that the preparation of students
with learning disabilities at both the local and in-
ternational levels is deficient in identifying and
supporting SGLD (Alsamiri & Aljohni, 2019).
Consequently, the main objective of this study is
to investigate how learning disabilities teachers
can identify and support SGLD in achieving Vi-
sion 2030. This includes developing curricular
goals and education policy and philosophy and
integrating these into teachers’ training. The goal
of empowerment is to facilitate the realisation of
Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 (Fakeeh, 2016). The
study seeks to develop a proposed perspective
that will encourage the professional development
of teachers so that the Vision can be met.

Literature Review.

Scholars have been able to determi-
ne the possibility of a gifted person having a
learning disability. This has been elaborated in
studies that consider the discrepancy and para-
dox between academic performance and SGLD
(Alsamiri, 2019; Chimhenga, 2016; Gari et al.,
2015; Wormald, Rogers, & Vialle, 2015). SGLD
are capable of high achievement in regard to ge-
neral intellectual ability, content areas, creativity,
divergent thinking, and/or leadership. This is des-
pite the fact that they possess at least one disabili-
ty according to the eligibility standards set by the
relevant educational authorities (Ramsay-Cohen,
2016; Ronksley-Pavia, 2015).

SGLD are arguably heterogencous.
Some scholars have indicated that they are too
diverse and, hence, should not be categorised as
one group (Lovett & Sparks, 2011; Mayes, 2016).
Others have argued that SGLD require unique
learning approaches and patterns (Ramsay-Co-
hen, 2016). SGLD characteristics cannot be ge-
neralised, as individuals have unique and inimi-
table development patterns (Troxclair, 2013).

Some features of SGLD cause them to
experience academic challenges and to need spe-
cialised instruction and remediation (Alsamiri,
2019; Barnard-Brak et al., 2015; Webster, 2015).
Some students might have difficulty handling ac-
tivities that require sequencing and memorisati-
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on. Some might also find spelling, phonics, and
computation difficult (Gilman et al., 2013). A sig-
nificant number of SGLD have poor organisatio-
nal and handwriting skills (Abramo, 2015). Ad-
ditionally, SGLD often perform poorly on timed
tests and may fail to achieve learning objectives
(Wormald et al., 2015) and experience difficulties
engaging in attention-intensive activities, inclu-
ding reading and writing. These activities require
efforts that exceed the students’ capacities. Ac-
cording to Gilman et al. (2013), SGLD might at
times substitute or omit small words but never
lose the context.

The identification of SGLD relies in
part on the recognition of deficits in particular
areas (Nielsen & Higgins, 2005). For instance,
some SGLD have perfectionist personalities,
while others appear distracted and often fail to
complete assignments. Some also resist engaging
in drills and repetitive tasks (Alsamiri& Aljoh-
ni, 2019; Ronksley-Pavia, 2015). Some of these
issues emerge as SGLD pressure themselves to
perform well in the subjects in which they are
tested (Ramsay-Cohen, 2016). Failure to address
these issues at an early age might lead to adverse
effects for the students. Some of these effects in-
clude conditioned helplessness, low self-esteem,
and fear of failure (Wellisch, 2016). These issues
are common among students who advance to se-
condary school without being properly diagnosed
and, hence, undergo no appropriate intervention
measures (Ruban, 2005).

Learning disabilities teachers are inadequate-
ly prepared to comprehensively support and
recognise SGLD (Alsamiri, 2018). However,
teachers are willing to help the students when
relevant forms of administrative and teaching
support are offered. Therefore, it is important to
build learning disabilities teachers’ behaviour
management strategies and skills to be used in
the classroom. Learning disabilities teachers also
need to be able to give specialised instructions
to SGLD (Alsamiri, 2019). According to Bra-
camonte (2010), capacity building for teachers
is important in ensuring the success of SGLD
support plans. For instance, classroom teachers
should be supported by special and gifted edu-
cators to enable the effective implementation of
support strategies.

Studies have shown that the perspec-
tives of learning disabilities teachers can signi-
ficantly impact their students’ well-being and
progress (Alkhunaini, 2013; Carruthers, 2012).

Coolahan (2004) and Chessman (2005) have sho-
wn how learning disabilities teachers who have
received postgraduate training in gifted educa-
tion can impact the lives of learners. They have
also demonstrated that experienced learning di-
sabilities teachers have a deeper appreciation and
understanding of gifted students, including those
with learning impairments. Studies have called
for learning disabilities teachers to analyse their
understanding of and dispel the myths associat-
ed with SGLD (Alsamiri, 2019). They call for
equipping the learning disabilities teachers with
the appropriate resources, training, and skills to
improve their competence in supporting SGLD.

Learning disabilities teachers’ perspectives on
SGLD are determined by their knowledge, or
lack thereof, of the field. Teachers who have un-
dergone capacity building in gifted education are
less likely to be prejudiced against SG compared
to those without this expertise or training (Alk-
hunaini, 2013; Alsamiri, 2018; Ramsay-Cohen,
2016). A comparison of the perspectives of spe-
cialised learning disabilities teachers and ordina-
ry education teachers has indicated that the latter
often resist labelling the students as gifted (Car-
ruthers, 2012). The failure to perceive the SG as
an “elite” group often makes these teachers reluc-
tant to place them in special programs (Wormald
et al., 2015).

Bianco and Leech (2010) argue that ina-
dequate teacher training in the field of SGLD is
a hindrance to the identification and referral of
SGLD to support programs; this is because it is
the learning disabilities teachers who are expect-
ed to conduct the screening to determine SGLD
status. Failure of capacity building in regard to
these teachers makes it difficult to identify SGLD
among the general population (Finger & Pal-
mer, 2001), and the inclusion in the assessment
process of standardised tests makes this even
more difficult. General education teachers, unlike
their special education counterparts, lack adequa-
te training in how to recognise SGLD attributes
(Shaunessy, 2007). Generally, only a small pro-
portion of classroom teachers have the capacity
to identify the traits of gifted students (Alkunaini,
2013; Alsamiri, 2018; Chimhenga, 2016).

According to Baum and Owen (2004),
there is a need to address the deficiencies among
the learning disabilities teachers before enriching
SGLD. learning disabilities leachers need to be
trained in how to reach SGLD by focusing on
their strengths (Silverman, 2003). In agreement,
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Ruban (2005) argues that it is important to focus
on the gifted characteristics of the students, as op-
posed to their LD. This helps to encourage their
productivity and ingenuity. Henley et al. (2010)
and Nielsen and Higgins (2005) advance similar
views, arguing that SGLD should first be consi-
dered gifted learners. The training and preparing
of learning disabilities teachers needs to address
the dichotomy between teachers’ weaknesses and
strengths in regard to their identification abilitie
in identifying SGLD. It also needs to focus on the
development of appropriate skills to enhance the
students’ academic and social achievement (Al-
samiri, 2018).

A study conducted in Australia integrat-
ed a mixed-methods approach to determine the
extent of their knowledge of teachers on SGLD
(Wormald, 2011). It also analysed the education
programs that the teachers implemented at their
respective schools. The respondents included 11
teachers from secondary and primary schools wi-
thin the New South Wales Department of Educa-
tion and Training in the metropolitan area. The
teachers’ responses showed that they had been
able to study only a single subject related to gift-
ed students at the undergraduate level. This made
about 9.2 percent of teachers. About 20.6 percent
of teachers had learned at least one subject about
learning disabilities at the undergraduate level.
An analysis of teachers pursuing a master’s in
special education indicated that two had taken a
course on gifted students, while another had ta-
ken a course on learning disabilities. However,
most of the teachers had no formal training in ei-
ther learning disabilities or gifted education.

A study conducted in Greece and the
Czech Republic showed that culture and distinct
educational parameters can influence teachers’
attitudes towards SGLD (Gari et al., 2015). The
data were collected using 26 fixed-choice and
three open-ended questions to collect quantita-
tive and qualitative data, respectively. The data
were collected from 157 and 225 teachers in the
Czech Republic and Greece, respectively. The
results indicated an urgent need for teachers to
be trained in SGLD. The main area of concern
is the need to identify and support the specific
SGLD traits. It was also suggested that parents
and counsellors need to collaborate.

Webster (2015) conducted a qualita-
tive study in the United States. The case study
involved documentary and interview analysis.
The areas of focus were two local elementary

schools in North Carolina, and the study exa-
mined the knowledge, training, and experiences
of mainstream education teachers with regard to
twice-exceptional students. Eight teachers were
randomly selected from each school. The study
findings showed that there was a lack of confi-
dence among most of the mainstream classroom
teachers when dealing with twice-exceptional
students. This lack of confidence could be linked
to their inadequate training in the area of interest.
Teachers who had been trained in dealing with
such students believed that they had the capacity
to assess and refer such students including those
with attention-deficit hyperactivity disorders to
gifted programs. One of the teachers indicated
that “not having the best training or experience”
affected his ability to identify the students (p. 68).
The evidence shows that teachers need to recei-
ve more professional development and training.
The area of focus should be the identification
and support of SGLD (Bianco & Leech, 2010;
Shaunessy, 2007; Silverman, 2003). The study
also indicated that the teachers who are trained
in SGLD matters are more capable of confidently
addressing the students’ needs (Webster, 2015).

Recently, Alsamiri and Aljohni (2019) investigat-
ed learning disabilities teachers’ attitudes about
professional development to address the needs of
SGLD in Yanbu city, Saudi Arabia. The authors
interviewed eight learning disabilities teachers.
The findings from the study suggest that further
professional development in learning disabilities,
giftedness, and SGLD may assist in improving
the educational outcomes of SGLD. The results
of this study may assist teachers and educational
personnel to seek the optimal methods to identify
and assist SGLD in achieving Vision 2030.

Research Methodology.
Research Instrument.

The interview protocol was based on the
literature. The interview entailed the use of picto-
grams and photos related to the topics of discus-
sion to enhance the respondents’ understanding.
The questions focused primarily on the learning
disabilities that teachers need to know about.
They also captured the professional development
that teachers need in order to help them identify
and support SGLD. Vision 2030 was the strategic
plan that guided the questions. In the current stu-
dy, the items were reviewed by nine experts from
universities in the KSA. Neither the interviewees
nor the experts suggested amendments or expe-
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rienced any difficulties. Moreover, conceptual
validity was supported, and no changes to the in-
terview questions were indicated.

Research Process.

The study was approved by the Ministry
of Education of Saudi Arabia. All the teachers
of students with learning disability in Maddenh
were contacted based on their eligibility and in-
terest in participating in the research study. The
participants were interviewed after being infor-
med of the study goals and signing the consent
form. The interviews were conducted in a pri-
vate room within the school. The participants
were taken through varied questions based on a
semi-structured interview guide. The questions
focused on professional development prepara-
tion with the goal of identifying and supporting
SGLD, as per Vision 2030. The interviews were
recorded with the consent of the participants. The
audio data were then transcribed and analysed
using inductive content analysis (Elo & Kyngas,
2008).

Research Participants.

The research participants were 7 female
and 11 male teachers from Al Madinah. The ave-
rage age of the participants was 30 years, with
the youngest and eldest being 25 and 40 years
old, respectively. The average length of teaching
experience was 12 years, with the range being 4
to 26 years. The majority of the participants, 17,
had a bachelor’s degree, while one had a master’s
degree; however, none had SGLD training. The
participants were coded as FT= female teacher
and MT = male teacher. Therefore, MT2 stands
for the second male teacher interviewed. The in-
terviews lasted between 9.26 minutes to 62:44
minutes.

Analysis.

The data were analysed using open co-
ding. One of the transcribed interviews was read
and manually coded by the research assistant.
The transcribed interview was read line by line
to identify the initial codes, after which the co-
ded results were compared to identify any incon-
sistencies and disagreements. Rigorous discus-
sions were conducted to ensure agreement on the
coded data. This helped develop a guideline ac-
cording to which the rest of the transcribed data
were coded. The results of the open-coding phase
and transcribed interviews were repeatedly chec-
ked and read to ensure that the coded information
was accurate. The research assistant identified

the emerging categories in the coded informati-
on, which were later merged to develop themes
and subthemes. With the help of an expert in spe-
cial education, the research assistant reviewed
all the themes to ensure reliability. The process
enabled peer checking and investigator triangu-
lation. Moreover, the researcher and the research
assistant jointly reflected on these data sources as
a way to ensure that the reality of the participants
was accurately reflected in the findings.

Results.

The study focused on the following key
areas: the absence of SGLD-specific professional
development and the planning of professional de-
velopment in SGLD to help realise Vision 2030.

Theme 1: Absence of SGLD-Specific Professio-
nal Development.

None of the teachers had training in
the identification and support of SGLD. Howe-
ver, a significant number had undergone training
and workshops about gifted students and/or tho-
se with learning disabilities. For instance, MT6
had a certificate in gifted education but indicat-
ed that the course had not been comprehensive.
However, some of his colleagues underwent a
year of training. FT3 had also completed a certi-
fied course in gifted education but argued that he
had derived limited benefits from it. The course,
which was taught within a single semester, did
not address SGLD nor learning disabilities. Simi-
larly, another participant, MT7, who undertook
the course indicated that the school did not pro-
vide training in SGLD nor how to handle gifted
students:

I was lucky to take a course in gifted education. I
was an in-service teacher, thus making the course
shorter. Some of my colleagues went through a
year of training. I have never heard of SGLD nor
its training. Even though I have training in gifted
education, I would attest that it was not detailed.

In-service professional development
programs seldom entail SGLD-specific content.
This explains why teachers who receive gift-
ed education through the program are unable to
learn how to identify and handle SGLD. Howe-
ver, the problem is often at the pre-service stage
of the training program. For example, FT1, MT2,
FT5, and MT9 noted that they managed to cover
several pedagogical topics during their university
education. However, they indicated that the cour-
ses had limited SGLD-related benefits. FT7 also
has similar sentiments:
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The pre-service training should do more than
focus on teaching technologies and strategies.
They should also train in SGLD. We believe
that the study will help rectity the problem by
informing policy changes. I hope this will lead to
training courses focused on SGLD.

One of the participants, FT2, indicat-
ed that the main concern is inadequate support.
He argued that the teachers were not adequately
trained in SGLD, learning disabilities, and gift-
edness. The Ministry of Education has also failed
to provide the necessary support in the field. Lack
of or inadequate training in SGLD has made it dif-
ficult to support or assist the students. According
to M T4, teachers need to receive professional de-
velopment in SGLD to enable them to identify
such students and offer them support.

A significant number of respondents, 14,
were eager to compensate for the SGLD shortco-
mings. MT6 was ready to participate in profes-
sional development to enable him to identify and
support SGLD. Numerous teachers were ready
to undergo professional development in different
fields, including SGLD. Therefore, if the schools
or the Ministry of Education were to offer such
professional development, they would have wil-
ling clients. Educators have shown an interest in
participating in such courses with the goal of hel-
ping the students with giftedness and/or learning
disabilities. FTS indicated that teachers should
undergo training and professional development,
which can take the form of a workshop conduct-
ed over a number of days. The workshop will
help the teachers understand and gain knowledge
of how best to identify and support SGLD. FT1
expressed a preference for professional develop-
ment because undergraduate degrees are not suf-
ficiently comprehensive with regard to SGLD.
The undergraduate degree has proven to be shal-
low regarding SGLD matters, thus the need for
specialised training in this area.

Theme 2: Planning of Professional Development
to Realise Vision 2030.

Most of the participants, 15, indicated
that postgraduate qualification and in-service
training will benefit SGLD by facilitating the
achievement of Vision 2030. Teachers already
have a significant amount of experience dealing
with different kinds of students and are probab-
ly aware of SGLD needs. FT1 argued that pos-
tgraduate training provides teachers with SGLD
knowledge and understanding. He indicated that
in-service training in SGLD is more important

than pre-service training vis-a-vis helping to rea-
lise Vision 2030. This is because the teachers are
already aware of their students’ needs. MT8 in-
dicated that he prefers in-service training becau-
se it is in line with Vision 2030. He calls for the
completion of short-term courses before under-
taking postgraduate training in SGLD. Similarly,
MM3 indicated that there is a need to complete
intensive courses in SGLD to facilitate the achie-
vement of Vision 2030. He argues that such trai-
ning would advance teachers’ understanding of
their students and, thus, enhance SGLD identifi-
cation and support.

The respondents provided a number of
suggestions for how professional development
and training should be delivered. One teacher,
JF3, indicated that careful planning is crucial to
the realisation of SGLD initiatives. He added that
there is a need to identify and develop a testing
mechanism for SGLD. Another teacher, HMI1,
recommended compulsory SGLD training, es-
pecially for the primary teachers. JF1 indicated
that specialists needed to be regularly assigned to
schools to build the capacity of SGLD teachers.
This would enable collaboration between the
teachers, deputy principals, and principals, thus
making the process holistic and sustainable. JF3
expressed his hope that the ministry would pro-
vide training to the teachers. He indicated that
some teachers need to be trained overseas while
others undergo training within the country and
conduct research in the field. MF4 also indicated
that the headmasters should provide SGLD trai-
ning materials to the teachers.

Most participants recognised the im-
portance of supporting the implementation of
the SGLD strategy in achieving Vision 2030.
However, opinions seem to differ regarding how
it ought to be implemented. According to MF2,
teachers need to receive training that will assist
them in identifying students with learning disabi-
lities. Schools should also develop a framework
that included specific exams for identifying
SGLD characteristics. MF2 indicated that most
schools often neglect such students simply be-
cause they are unaware of how to identify and
support them. MF3 confirmed this, indicating
that teacher training is crucial if SGLD students
are to be supported.

The respondents’ main wish was for the
benefits of training in SGLD to be maximised.
They showed that they are careless at the time
of in-service and pre-service training or postgra-
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duate studies. For instance, MF4 indicated that
pre-service and in-service training are both im-
portant in achieving Vision 2030. However, he
argued that in-service should take the form of a
master’s degree or a postgraduate diploma. MT8
indicated that professional development is a cru-
cial component of teachers’ pre-service educa-
tion. He is a beneficiary of such a course. FT8
stated that he has been in need of professional
development and calls for support from the Mi-
nistry of Education. Finally, JF1 indicated that
there is a need for professional development in
learning disabilities and giftedness in order for
Vision 2030 to be achieved. He argued that short
courses can help enhance the identification of
SGLD. Furthermore, JF1 indicated that there is a
need for resources, including SGLD-related lite-
rature and technologies.

All the female respondents were eager
to enhance their capacities with regard to SGLD.
MT]1 indicated that she hoped to undertake trai-
ning focused on SGLD identification and support
that would empower her to deal with such stu-
dents. Several teachers desire to have the kno-
wledge to identify the SGLD in their schools. Ac-
cording to FT4, teachers need training in SGLD
to enable the achievement of Vision 2030.

In summary, no teacher among the res-
pondents has been able to undergo professional
development in SGLD. Although some respon-
dents indicated that SGLD would be best delive-
red as an in-service session, the majority believed
that the type of training does not matter. Most
participants also indicated that the Ministry of
Education is best placed to offer SGLD programs
and to train teachers in universities and schools,
as per Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030
Discussion.

The study has shown diverse means by
which the question of professional development
in SGLD can be handled in achieving Saudi Ara-
bia’s Vision 2030. Although the issue is complex,
some of the possible solutions are simple. Notab-
ly, an insignificant number of teachers have been
fortunate enough to have undergone professional
development in learning disabilities and gifted-
ness upon becoming teachers. However, none has
been able to undertake an SGLD course.

The primary reasons for the failure include the
costs and unavailability of opportunities in Saudi
Arabia. This means that teachers are not aware
of the latest teaching and learning developments
with regard to gifted students or those with lear-

ning disabilities. Some of the teachers are also
unaware of the existence of SGLD and are, hen-
ce, unable to identify and support such students.
They are also unable to make referrals due to
their unawareness of the institutions and profes-
sionals around them. A factor that has contributed
to this is that SGLD is conflated with giftedness
in some literature (Alkhunaini, 2013; Alsamiri,
2019). It is clear that some teachers have claimed
to witness learning disabilities and giftedness in
their classrooms; however, they are not certain
how to handle these cases. This shows a deficit
model in Saudi Arabia’s education system.

The study has shown that the model focuses on
learning disabilities and not giftedness. Although
teachers have been able to observe learning disa-
bilities and giftedness in their classrooms, they
have been unable to determine whether they are
SGLD. This is because they are unaware of the
characteristics of SGLD. This scenario is not
unusual, as some studies have also shown a simi-
lar level of ignorance among teachers (Alsamiri,
2018; Gari et al., 2015). As evidenced by the re-
sults of the study by Gari et al. (2015), some of
the teachers in Saudi Arabia have been able to
recognise SGLD based on its characteristics. Ho-
wever, they have found it difficult to comprehend
the difference between learning disabilities and
giftedness.

A number of studies support the findin-
gs of this research. For instance, according to
Henley et al. (2010), there is limited professional
development and training in SGLD. Similarly,
Troxclair (2013) indicates that teachers’ ability
to handle SGLD cases is significantly affected if
they do not undergo giftedness training. Alsamiri
(2018) argues that teachers that have undergone
professional development in SGLD are more li-
kely to understand their students. They are also
more likely to facilitate the realisation of Vision
2030. However, according to the study, most of
the Saudi teachers have been unable to undergo
professional development in either SGLD or gift-
edness.

The results of the study indicate an ur-
gent need for professional development among
teachers in Saudi Arabia. This will facilitate the
realisation of Vision 2030. The study shows that
the teachers know little about SGLD; this means
that there are many unidentified SGLD cases in
the current education system. At worst, these stu-
dents are neglected (Alsamiri & Aljohni, 2019;
Alkhunaini, 2013; Gari et al., 2015). The lack
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of professional development, more so in regard
to SGLD and giftedness, has made it impossible
for teachers to address the complex and unique
needs of some of the students. Therefore, SGLD
in Saudi Arabia is less likely to maximise their
potential in the school setting because their gift-
edness often goes unidentified.

The study participants also indicated
that the Ministry of Education in Saudi Arabia
should be running SGLD professional develop-
ment programs to enable the achievement of Vi-
sion 2030. The professional development needs
to be free or affordable if Vision 2030 is to be
realised. The ministry should also provide the
necessary resources in schools to support SGLD.
Some of the respondents expressed a preference
for studying overseas rather than locally, and this
might be because of the scarcity of knowledge
on giftedness in Saudi Arabia. The results also
indicated that the teachers’ responses were com-
patible with SGLD needs. For instance, most
teachers have SGLD education needs that require
tailored programs, such as differentiated instruc-
tions for giftedness and learning disabilities and
enrichment strategies (Alsamiri, 2018). This can
be achieved only through the development of a
faculty that is well aware of SGLD needs and
resources. Currently, this is not the case in Saudi
Arabia (Alkhunaini, 2013).

This study calls for evidence-based
practice in regard to the identification of and
support for SGLD. This can be realised only if
teachers undertake professional development,
which should, therefore, be made available to
teachers of students with learning disabilities.
Additionally, the Ministry of Education should
acknowledge that SGLD is a unique group that
requires tailored support. It should also enhance
the development and implementation of SGLD
policies and programs at all schools. This should
include the provision of adequate resources in
public schools.

Limitations of the Study:

For this research study, teachers of lear-
ning disabilities were interviewed, while the re-
mainder were ignored. The results might have
been different if mainstream teachers or teachers
of gifted students had been involved in the study.
Another study limitation relates to context, as the
area of focus was Al-Madina. Therefore, the re-
sults might fail to reflect the situation that obtains
in other regional or rural areas. The study also

focused on public primary schools, thus omitting
the private sector and the lower and higher levels
of education. The inclusion of private schools in
future studies might yield different results, be-
cause teachers in the private sector often have
more opportunities for professional development
than those in the public sector. Furthermore, the
private sector tends to have more resources and
is, thus, more likely to meet the needs of SGLD.
A number of more specific study limitations need
to considered: For instance, the small study size
(18) might have influenced the research; the stu-
dy design was based on the available informa-
tion, hence the focus on primary schools; and
some of the international literature fails to reflect
the Saudi Arabian context.

Conclusion.

The study was qualitative in nature.
Qualitative content analysis was used to analy-
se the interviews of 18 primary-school teachers
of students with disabilities. The study results
indicated the need for capacity building among
teachers of SGLD, as per Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030. The Ministry of Education needs to deve-
lop policies that will acknowledge gifted students
and provide them with development opportuni-
ties. This can be achieved solely through the ca-
pacity building of teachers, especially those at the
primary-school level. The Ministry of Education
should also support teachers’ capacity-building
programs by connecting with other countries
with a view to encouraging overseas studies. This
can serve as a useful alternative, as local institu-
tions might have inadequate SGLD experience.

As a result of lacking or inadequate professional
development, it is impossible for SGLD teachers
to meet the unique and complex requirements of
their students. Consequently, SGLD are unable
to maximise their potential, as their giftedness
remains unidentified and is, thus, not nurtured.
Additionally, identifying learning disabilities
among gifted students might be difficult. This
makes the functions of teachers of students with
learning disabilities crucial in the school set-
ting, as they are the only ones who might have
the ability to identify and support such students.
Therefore, there is a need for capacity building
among SGLD teachers, who should be given ap-
propriate instructions, strategies, and programs.
The resources that are provided should also be
tailored to Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030.

Based on the present findings, an important con-

Issue 5 - Apr(4) 2020 - Fourth Year

&



Preparing Teachers of Learning Disabilities to Identify and Support Students with Giftedness and Learning Disabi- I

I Dr. Yasir Ayed Alsamiri

lities (SGLD) through Professional Development According to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s 2030 Vision I

sideration for further research is the development
of an instrument to assess SGLD by preparing all
educators, including principals, teachers of the
gifted, and mainstream teachers. Protocols for
both identification and appropriate instructional
strategies for the classroom should be included
in this assessment. A desirable outcome of such

a project would be the development of materials,
and programs for supporting SGLD for Saudi
Arabia’s Vision 2030 that consider educators’
perspectives and values concerning such stu-
dents.
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